Dear President,

Places of Refuge:  Third Questionnaire

As you may know the International Working Group on Places of Refuge has prepared a draft instrument on this topic and will be continuing, in the lead up to the conference in Greece in 2008, to refine the document for discussion at that conference.  The International Working Group is conscious that there is some opposition, both amongst National Associations and some stakeholders (such as the International Group of P&I Clubs) to such an instrument.  One reason which has been expressed for that opposition is understood to be that it is thought that discussions surrounding such an instrument might detract from the implementation of the principal liability Conventions in this area (CLC, Fund, HNS & Bunkers).

To assist the International Working Group I would be grateful if you would respond to the following questionnaire by 30 September 2006.   The CMI Year Book does, of course, contain information on accession/ratification in relation to the first 6 Conventions or Protocols listed below (A-F) and your task will be somewhat easier if you consult the Year Book, at least in so far as those instruments are concerned.

1. Please advise whether your country has ratified or acceded to any of the following Conventions or Protocols:-

(A) International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC 1969);

(B) CLC Protocol 1976;

(C) CLC Protocol 1992;

(D) International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage (Fund 1971);

(E) Fund Protocol 1976;

(F) Fund Protocol 1992;

(G) Protocol of 2003 to the 1992 Fund Convention (Supplementary Fund Protocol).

(H) International Convention on Liability and Compensation for Damage in connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances by Sea (HNS 1996).

(I) International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage 2001.

2. If your country has not ratified or acceded to any of the above Conventions or Protocols, could you please ascertain from an appropriate government official whether any decision to ratify/accede to or not to ratify/accede to any such Convention or Protocol has been made by your government. 

3. If your country has made a decision not to ratify/accede to any such Convention or Protocol please ascertain the reason(s) for that decision.

4. If your government has made a decision in favour of ratifying or acceding to any such Convention or Protocol, but has not implemented that decision, could you please ascertain when such ratification or accession is likely to take place.

Yours sincerely,

Stuart Hetherington, Chairman, International Working Group
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