Comité Maritime International
Second Questionnaire on

National Maritime Law Associations (“NMLAs”)
Member Consultation 
This second questionnaire regarding the relationship between CMI and its constituent National Maritime Law Associations has been developed to further assist the CMI in having a better understanding of all member associations.  The following questions arise from the replies to the first questionnaire, which was submitted in 2007, and the reforms that were approved at the Rotterdam Assembly on 23 September 2009.  As before, we hope that this will also lead to an improvement in the dialogue between us and that the CMI work product will better reflect the wishes of its membership.  It is also designed to identify potential problems that our NMLAs may have with their organization and work product, and how the CMI could provide assistance if it is wanted.

We would appreciate it if you would reply to this questionnaire by 1 September 2010.  The results will be considered at the next following Executive Council meeting.  A report to all NMLAs will subsequently be issued on the results of the questionnaire.  Naturally, any information provided on a confidential basis will not be disclosed. 
If you are one of the few NMLAs that did not reply to the first questionnaire, please try to find the time to do it now and reply as well, to this second questionnaire.  If you need a copy of the first questionnaire, do not hesitate to contact the CMI Secretariat for this (admini@cmi-imc.org).

1. Name of your association?

2. Having regard to the changes in subscriptions approved at the Assembly Meeting in Rotterdam (see e.g. CMI Newsletter No 03/2009), do you think:

(a) Your MLA’s grouping is reasonable?

(b) If not, in which grouping do you think your MLA should be situated?

(c) If you have suggested a different grouping for your MLA please advise the number of members that you have, whether they are individual and/or corporate, what subscription you charge your members and what your annual revenue is.  Do you obtain revenue from holding seminars in addition to annual subscriptions?  (Any such information will of course be treated confidentially).
(d) Do you have any suggestions to make concerning the levels of subscriptions which CMI charges to NMLAs?
3. (a)
Do you have a website?
(b)
What are its coordinates?
(c)
Does it have links to universities, national legislation or case law, or courts having a maritime focus?
(d)
If not, would you be prepared to provide such information for inclusion on an upgraded CMI website?
(e)
On the other hand, would you agree to a link to your website being established on the CMI website?
4. (a)
To your knowledge, do your members consult the CMI website?

(b)
For what purpose do they consult the website?  Is it to view:
(i) Publications (such as the Yearbook and the Newsletter);
(ii) To obtain contact information;
(iii) To review working progress materials;
(iv) To identify links to other organizations and/or;
(v) For other purposes?
(c) Is it your understanding that members find the information on the website helpful?
(d) The CMI website is being revised. How could the information on the website be made more helpful?  What further information do you think needs to be included?
5. What suggestions can you make that would assist the CMI to be more relevant to Young Members and encourage them to be more involved in CMI work?
6. (a)
To your knowledge, do your members read CMI publications such as the Yearbook and the
Newsletter?
(b) Which other CMI publications do they read?
(c) If you think that they do not read the Yearbook or the Newsletter, could you explain the reasons for that?
(d) Do the Yearbook and the Newsletter contain relevant information to your members’ practices or work? If not, what is missing?
(e) How could the information contained in such publications be made more accessible to your members?
7. (a)
Do your members attend CMI Conferences, Colloquia and Symposia?
(b) What makes a good location for such meetings:
(i) Price;
(ii) Geographical location;
(iii) Proximity to clients;
(iv) Climate;
(v) Ability to take other family members (e.g. in connection with school holidays)?
(c) Should CMI attempt to have meetings that coincide with other maritime events?
(i) If so, which events?
(d) How long do you think Conferences should last?  Are you happy with the traditional format of five days (with one day of rest in the middle of the week) for Conferences (arranged every 3-5 years), and three days for Colloquia and Symposia (arranged between Conferences)?  Do you believe the format should be changed with respect to duration or otherwise?
(e) What would assist your members to send Young Members to Conferences, Colloquia and Symposia?
(f) What type of events, meetings, etc. would attract your members’ participation?
(g) Is there anything more that CMI should be doing to assist your members earn Continuing Legal Education (CLE) points that some countries’ Bar Associations and Law Societies require their members to achieve annually?
8. Bearing in mind the CMI’s objective, which is to contribute by all appropriate means and activities to the unification of maritime law in all its aspects, and that CMI has at all times to adapt to changing circumstances, what subjects do you recommend to be on our future work agenda and what changes, if any, in our working methods are desirable?
9. Having regard to the replies to the first questionnaire, there is clearly the need for more internet activity.  Would you be prepared to provide the email addresses of all your members to the CMI so that a database of all individuals falling under the CMI umbrella can be established in an upgraded CMI website, and used for notices and other mailings?
10. Would you be prepared to submit a regular newsletter to CMI for inclusion in an upgraded CMI website, of your activity and of legislation, case law or developments of a maritime nature in your jurisdiction?
11. Would you be agreeable to receiving CMI Newsletters exclusively by email rather than hard copies?  Would you prefer both?  How many hard copies would you like?  Kindly ask these questions of your titulary members as well.
12. At present, you receive two free hard copies of the CMI Yearbook.  Would you like more?  If so, would you be prepared to pay approximately 25 Euros each, depending on the number of pages?
13. Your attention is drawn to the list of International Working Groups and International Sub-Committees in the Yearbook, see Yearbook 2009, Athens II, pp 45-46.  Does your MLA have similar working parties?  If so, please list them.  Would you be interested in designating one of your members to act as liaison with the similar CMI International Working Group or International Sub-Committee?
14. Do you have a contact person responsible for liaising with your relevant government departments and, if so, would you be interested in coordinating this dialogue with the CMI?

Of course, we would like you to answer all the foregoing questions, but if you consider that any of them infringe upon your privacy please simply state “No comment” beside that question or put “Confidential” next to your answer to ensure that it will not be disclosed.  Your cooperation and willingness to assist us in this survey of the CMI’s membership is very much appreciated.
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Nigel H. Frawley

Secretary General, CMI

